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PREFACE, 


AN inaccurate copy of the fol- 
lowing Correſpondence having been 
publiſhed, we offer the following cor- 
rect Editi tion to the Public; and that 1t 
may be complete, we have added the 


Statement which was circulated 
amongſt the Proprietors, to which the 
Letter of the Chairman has alluded, 
and to which he is referred by Mr. 


Haſtings, 


THE 


* 


— 
* 


* . ; 
Fo p , * 
Giri reve } weli » | 3 4 #. * uw . 
E # MEN #7 PE AE Ys ©. is * 1 
441 #4 + + „ Dt W I BE} a 4.4% £ t 2 2 # 8 2 ; . ? 19 ** Ti 74 ? . *#2 4 9 T ; 4 
x 5 5 a &- 5 RP” & : ; : 
4 


. * * — 
3 8 5 ; 5 — 
* + #7 #; ? 5 B 9 * x * 
eee SH 30) 6, " 


* 13 4% : : is j * 2 5 1 ee i 1 ; ; 2 
1 x T 2 e : $33 1 : #4 : * 1 4 8 . . 1 2 F 
0 ug - - * 7 # 9 * 8 9 q 4 1 2 o * ; * "I 
; F "Shes. | 44 . * 1 


Eile from- $5 Srerunx Luviibitgiroy). 


Ban, Chairman of the Eaff India ene * 
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Wann Has rixes, E. . 
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| London 17th St. 1798, 


Tur ws reſolytions of be General Court 
in your favor, with reiß ect to, the, charges 
incurred by you in conſ quence of the. V 


peachment, and the annuity, as 4 reward fo 
your ſervices to the Eaſt- India Company, are 


ſufficient proofs of the high eſtimation i in 
whinh om with the Pr 7 oprietors | at Fs . 
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bs Theſe cet have not beet carijed in inte 
immediate effect, becauſe doubts have ariſen 
as to the lega h 

proviſions of the Act of Parliament, as ts 
the applicatign of the profits of the Company, 
aſtor certain defined payments are mad ez an my. 


with regard to the annuity, the approbation 
and confirmation thereof being expreſſiy under 
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the proviſions of the Act, with the Commits 
ſioners for the affairs of India. 


Wü e Gubhichd Bürs bech agitated, 
and remain undecided, the Public, and every 
individual Proprietor, have, in the exerciſe of 
their judgment upon the propriety of the mea- 
ſures (to which they moſt undoubtedly have 
2 right) canvaſſed with preciſion your charac- 
ter and conduct, whilſt exerciſing the high 
office of Governor General of all their affairs 
| in India, and particularly, the fortune vou 
acquired i in their ſervice. Upon the two firſt 
ts, I truſt, there is no doubt; but as to 
the latter, variety of opinions are entertained 
by men of the firſt character and honour in the 
country. From fome haſty,” and, perhaps; un- 
neceſſary declarations made ſome time ago, 
and from appearances fi ince, Gentlemen of 
this deſcription have . doubts of the 
truth of the aſſertions ; and though a printed 
r has been in circulation as to the ſtate of 
| your: fortune, yet your immediate conſtituents; | 
the ndjia Company, and the hana 
whoſe intereſts T conſider as inſeparable, re- 
main without any declaration or avowal fram 
you perſomally, * as to b true "Ns 670 owe 


affairs. : 
1 : 
; ws, * "= . 4 "BP : 
| ; It 
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It is ſuggeſted; that a diſtinction is at- 
tempted to be made between your fortune and 
Mrs. Haſtings's; this is a ſubterfuge unworthy 


of your honour and character; and I am ſure 
it is uneceſſary for me to point out to you, how 
impoſſible it is to make this en, Ow 
* auf jus ; 1515115; irq 


I have, Sir, no pretenſions in my individual 
capacity, to inquire into the ſtate of your 
private affairs; I. ſhould think myſelf imper- 
tinent ſo to do; but, as chairman of the Eaſt- 
India Company, anxious for the honour and 
character of their ſervants of every deſc crip- 
tion, eſpecially thoſe who have held ſuch high 
and confidential offices, I have taken upon 
myſelf to deſire of you to ſtate to me in 
writing, upon your honour, a full, plain, and 
unequivocal account of your fortune, for the 


purpoſe of availing myſelf. of it, if I ſee a 


fit and proper occaſion,” for removing thoſe 


doubts, which I muſt repeat, do at preſent | 
exiſt in the minds of perſons of TY | 
e ne e 4 


lt, Sir, you b to give me an 1 
Ae it may be of uſe, if not, you will con- 


nder my letter, as coming from a G 
. holding 
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. 
katding: (howevet unwoerthily) a very honou- 
rable and teſpectable / Gtization, and not a 
F of ae 


My FEES muſt be my 1 ad my 
ebject can only be to reſtue, or rather preſerve 
pure, your character from * ſuggeſtions bee 
fore ſtated, 

I have the honour to be, 
Fei very obedient 3 
5 (eigne) re 1 
um 712 Eft NH 


b Barbe Ales mY 
beni aue 22d Sepe x; 1796 


iSi! 3 
I have had the We to receiye your Ene 
m which, after informing me of the legal 
Hiffculries which have hitherto occurred, to 
prevent the Court of Directors from carrying 
into effect the late reſolutions of the General 
Court, you are pleaſed in ſubſtance to add, 
that other objections were likely to ariſe, from 
wand 'of inns Ac: by men of 
24 the 


#44 
0e fir 3 3 
reſpecting the fortune which 1 acquired i in the 


Company's ſervice, on comparing the decla- ; 
fations formerly made of its amount, whether 
prudently made ornot, with anne ſince 3 


and to deſire of me to ſtate to you in writing. 


6+ upon my honour, a full, plain, and une- 
% quiyocal. account of my fortune, for the 


_ 6 purpoſe of availing yourſelf of it, if you 
% ſhould ſee a fit and proper occaſion, for 
6 removing thoſe doubts, which, you repeat, 


4 go at preſent exiſt i in the minds of perſons 5 


& 


of diſtinguiſhed W and character. ac 2 


Whatever ſenſe of public duty may kw 
dictated this reference, or wiſh to obtain for 
the Proprietors the fulleſt information, to aſſiſt 
their deliberations upon a matter likely to be 
ſoon again brought before them, ſtill 1 cannot 
but feel myſelf impreſſed with the 'warmeſt 


ſentiments, of gratitude for the ſhare I have 


in the immediate object of it; which is, by 
ating to me the reports which have prevailed, 


to the injury both of my character and pre- 


tenſions, to afford me the means of repelling 
them, and of juſtifying the paſt approbation 


and beneficence of my generous and ever re- | 


| cl employers, [ with pleaſure _— 
; ge 


- * 
* 2 . * = 7 vo > = $9. W * 5 2 TE CES g = 55 * 3 8 x T "y rn * by, i : * : * 4 
a Q , . "7 4 may 2 Fes 7 * . 0 8 * * 28 — 5 = 3 23S» +38 24h < WS _—_— : ; * ns - ? | 
5 n - mY ” enn ＋ W. * * * 7 ed 4 #-4 2 * s . 21 5 — 2 : — - 27 <4 
Why Wk * * <3 3 r » +. * * - war 83 — 1 Ls 8 3 tg OY, LEES 2 —. * * . 2 * S — 
— i > x . | ates. 2 2 . 8 \ #4 bag 8 — : „ 1 = C2 . 5 _ 
\ — 2 — ww, 1 — 2 _—— 
2 Tz W 393 * r e_ 
* a . 5 © xt, + * —— hung p =_ 
\ J A ba * . - | $3 8 < RE TIA — 
4 N . * 
2 2 22 2 — nr -- | 


- . - 
Sn” > an 2 23 NCI I tn” 0 Te . > : —_— - d OG AG 8 N 
vJ 36 2% "5 3 IP BE BS. d RA TR Mes SI Sa Ie ge th toe X 
— * . wan I = f 7 ; * 5, Os 1 4 "I F 2 2 * 
N 9 — . 5 71 An. 1H d 
IE 1 r eee 1 * n 


x 
pr =, th 
CIO ALS "LS 
! 7 . 
3 — * 


8 
3 
= AM nas. 


#6 
1 
— 


r 
* 1 * 


«x 
0 


4 
24 
S 2 
. iy Ws: * 2 
n — 
ons ns 2, DA 200 
. on . 


W 


by N n 222 2 CIs — * 

+ = 4 K — - mas tn . ö * 
— A 5 r 5 n : ba, " «2 2 N 

*. 8 1 5 2 E N. . "MC by uf 2 * pes,” * 


r adit tides. Lt 
C 3 
. 


4 


ledge the obligation, and return you a .. 
cere and moſt SR aer 8 een 


* x 


To the W wich ou 1 . e and 
expreſſed in terms of the moſt impreſſive 
ſolemnity, I ſhall reply, as I ought, with the 
pledge of my honour, which it requires for 
the verification of it, and with as ſacred and 
awful a regard to truth, as if J was ſtill in 
the prefence of that tribunal; before which I 
have already made a fimilar declaration upon 
the ſame fubject, and called Ry ee 


to attcft it. | 8 


1 will firft endeavour to lay before you, in 
as few words as poſſible, that full, plain, and 
unequivocal account of my fortune as it ſtands 
at the preſent nes pe A OI are Vaan 
to r vt 1 me. n 1 81 


* 
8 7 
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1 owe to my Solicitors, and to various Ins 
divdual £ «97900, Genres ol . 


>F} 


To anſver this Nan I b ee cis of 
Daylesford in Worceſterſhire, which coſt me, 
including the original purchaſe,” and what I 
have expended upon the houſe, gardens, and 
lands, about £:60,000. The eſtate is 650 

A ares, 


8 


ChE 

acres, and may breamlued at . 500 clear yearly 
rent t I have a diamond which I purchaſed for 
4 remittance twenty-one years ago, it is fil 
unſold, and its eſtimated value is ** 3.00 
'k paid; for it, 33,000. ſicca rupees. I have 

one ſhare. in the Berrington, and another in 
8 Phœnix Indiamen, valued, at the firſt 
coſt, 4 2, 232. T have ſome furniture, horſes, 
and other farming ſtock, which it is impoſ- 
fable to appreciate 3 I believe L oyer- rate them 

at. L. a, ooo and I have recoyerable debts, 
owing to me in England, amounting to about 
L. 3, 00. Ido moſt ſolemnly, affum to you. 
Sir, upon my honour, that J have no other 
property in any part of the world which can 
properly be called ſuch; ſome debts in India, 
and a few in England, which I have not in- 

cluded, and thoſe of no very great amount, 
being, as I coneeive them, | abſolutely , irrego+ 
verable. For prudential, reaſons I do not 
"chooſe 6 ndervalus; that property, which. it 
is poſſible that I may be eventually compelled 
to realize; and as the probable ſum, which it 
would yield in that caſe, is a ſubject of mers 
calculation, which any perſon may be as com- 
petent to form as myſelf, I ſhall not under- 
take, nor is it therefore mw to ſee: 1 
oon cogjectures upon Ys 4 T3795 

ved 5 e I t 


(8) 

I muſt avow, aotwithitending che ſeverity 
with which you ſeem to reprobate the diftine= 
tion, that in eſtimating my own fortune, 1 
never did mean to inelude that which is ex- 
chufrvely the property of Mrs. Haſtings ; it is 

true, the principal ſum from which it has 
accrued, was once my own. I beſtowed it 
upon her as à marriage ſettlement in 17774 
not as an act of  liberality, but as a compli- 
ance in courſe with the uſage; which I believe 
to be univerſal, of the community of which 
I was a member. The ſum was one lack of 
ficea rupees, and paid by a bill upon my at 
tornies in England, the proceeds of which 
were to be veſted in the hands of truſtees for 
her uſe. At that time all my fortune wag 
lent upon mortgages z and the bill was re- 
turned. When it was ultimately paid, the 
fam, with the intereſt; amounted to C. 22, 234 
this, by the fale of jewels; grew to (. 40, oo, 
From which Fs 0, oo were deducted for the 
purchaſe of a houſe and furniture in Park | 
Lane, lately made over as a ſecurity for that 
ſum aſſigned for the marriage ſettlement of 
Mrs. Imhoff, the wife of her ſon. I declare 
upon my henour, and even by all that is more 
Gcred, if any thing can be more ſacred, that 
I have never added to her fortune ſinee the 
2 1 | day c 
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WE of my marriage; that I never, either in 
India or in England, directly or indirectly, 
made over one.rupee, or one ſhilling of my 
property to Mrs, Haſtings, or to any perſon 
or perſons in truſt for her; nor to my know- 
ledge or belief, does the poſſeſs any property 
beyond the ſum which 1 have ſpecified. 5 


If it mould * ute (and God help 
me! I have had too much experience of the 
inventive malice of one ſpecies of mankind, 
not to ſuſpect and obviate ſuch a calumny) 
that though I abſtained from the acquiſition 
of wealth by indirect means in my own per- 
ſon, I permitted it in her's ; or that ſhe may 
"aw availed herſelf of the influence of my 


Ration to raiſe money without my conni- 


vance; I know not how to refute ſuch an 
imputation, but by a ſolemn declaration, and 


1 do moſt ſolemnly declare, that I never did, 
| knowingly, permit her to receive money in 


preſents; that I do not believe ſhe could have 
received them without ſome intimation or 
notice of it reaching me, and that l am mo- 
rally certain ſhe poſſeſſes, and has ever poſ- 
defied, too ſenſible an anxiety for my reputa- 
en, to nne or meditate an act, which, 


FIZ . ER MH 
— 


s 22 . 
» as im: AN os. 
＋ % 8 
3 py + by "BE 
PS 


4045, 
—"—"= 
E 
4.45 
4 
OY 
Lk. 
* 
* 
N 
_— 
* 


* e 178 


— 


8 
— 


=. 8 2%: 


3 


| d 
either in my ſenſe of it, or in that of the 
world, would reflect diſhonour upon * 


But I will not leave this ſufpicion entirely to 
be done away by my own affirmation, though 
on oath ; much leſs by my belief. One legal 
proof. of my general conduct, as it relates to 
the ſubject in queſtion, has been exhibited in 
Weſtminſter Hall, in the preſent of ten lacks 
of rupees which I received at Benares, in 
the year 1781, from the Nabob Vizier and 
his miniſters. Of this ſum, one lack was 
expreſſly given in the name of Mrs. Haſtings, 
and was, equally with the reſt, appropriated 
to the ſervice of the Company. It is not in- 
deed on record, that-ſhe was conſenting to 
this application of it ; but every circumſtance 
of that tranſaction, to thoſe who read the mi- 
nutes of evidence containing it, will afford the 
cleareſt conviction, that this ſum could not 
have been made an exception-from the appli- 
cation of the reſt ; and that a part of the ge- 
neral ſym was applied, as J have ſaid it was, 
before the communication between my ſtation 
and the province of Behar was open. In 
truth, ſp little did I conceive Mrs, Haſtings 
to be implicated in this tranſaction, or that 
it was a matter, of which it was incumbent 


JT 


upon me, even in point of delicacy, to make 
her acquainted with it, that I do not believe 
ſhe ever knew it, until it became a matter of 
public notice in England; for I well recolle& 
my mentioning it to her myſelf, as a ſubject 
then unknown to her, and telling her, jeſt- 
ingly, that among other acts of injuſtice and 
_ oppreſſion, I had been accuſed of defrauding 
her of her right, in diſpoſing of her A hk 
without hes PROS EMT: 


a will now ey to ſtate, in as clear and 
diſtinct a manner as I can, the amount of my 
fortune as it ſtood when I came to England ; 
the additions which it has ſince received; and 
the mode in which J have lived ſince my ar- 
rival; declaring, in the firſt place, and with 
the ſame ſolemn appeal which I made in 
Weſtminſter Hall, that I never was worth; at 
any time of my life, the ſum of . too, ooo; 
and that in this calculation, I include every 
kind and defcri pron of Pm . 


On the 21ſt oy Jamia; 1786 1 defired 
my Agent, Mr. Woodman, to draw out a 
ſtate of the fortune which I then poſſeſſed in 
England, and of which he at that time kept 


the accounts; and which I nn to com- 
2 N C 3 prehend 


e 8 N 55 
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pfrehend the whole amount that I was worth, 
balancing the amount of my debts and run 
ning expences in India, with the debts whieh 
were owing to me, and vhich I had a proba- 
dility of recovering many of them being of 

a. nature which forbad me to conſider them 
as debts, even at the time in which they were 
contracted. This account, with Mr. Wood 
man's name ſubſcribed to it, and ſince atteſted 
by him on oath before the Court of Peers in 
Weſtminſter Hall, I put into the hands of my 
friend, Major Scott, who was at that time a 
member of the Houſe of Commons, and au- 

thoriſed him to produce it wherever, and in 
what way ſoever he ſhould judge it neceſſary, 
to repel the falſe reports which did prevail, 
and were induftriouſly circulated, reſpecting 
the amount of my fortune. Of the prudence 
or neceſſity of this cautionary expedient I will 
not pretend to judge : it appeared to me in- 
diſpenſable at the time; and when the ſubject 
was firſt mentioned by Major Scott in the 
Houſe of Commons, he either did it by my 
expreſs deſine, or with my concurrence. I 
had information, that an attempt would be 
made in the month of February 1787, to ob- 
eee fo ſecute 4 0 — 


* 


te contents of it upon oath, to the beſt oF 


* N 

withdiwwing" myſelf fron as kingdom, or 
maleing over my fortune; no motion! to that 
effeck was formally made, but the rieceſlity; of 
it urged, and ſupported by a declaration, that 
large ſums had, on the preceding day, been 
ſoldd out of the ſtocks, leaving an impreſſion, 
undoubtedly, upon the minds of the members 
who heard it, that 1 had ſold property to a 
conſiderable amount; it was upon that ,. 
fron, that my friend truly ſtated both the 
amount of my fortune, and the ſecuritieb in 
which it was velted, no-pavf it en m— 
genes | | 1.5% "2a 
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Mr. Woodmas acoourit-is infer) ug e 
printed paper to which you allade; it was 
circulated at my deſire amongſt the Proptie- 
tors; and I requeſted! Mr. Luſhington to de- 
clare, in my name, that I was ready to verify 


my knowledge: allow me, Sir, to refer you 
to that printed paper, for any points which 
may not be ſufficiently explained in this letter, 
deſiring you to notice, that in that paper 1 
| have underſtated” my law expences, and . 
debts ; not ineluding all the intereſt on te 
firſt, nor all that were outſtanding of the lanes 
nor of neceſſity, the expences fince-incurredi”< 


„ 

By Mr. Woodman's account you will ſee 
that the balance of my fortune, on the 31ſt 
of January, 1786, was J. 65, 313 135. 6d. 
to this ſum . 10, ooo are to be added, as ex- 
- Plained in that paper, being a debt due to me 
in England, and ſince paid; together with 
.A., ooo of money recovered in India, and 
fince remitted ; ſo that the real amount of my 
productive fortune on the 3iſt of January, 
1786, was £79, 313. It is true, I have re- 
ceived a further ſym of C. 17, ooo from India, 
which is alſo included in that paper, as 
Remittances from India; ; but that was 
not a debt recovered; it was a remittance 
made to me in conſequence of my trial, in a. 


manner which I will freely explain to you 


nn the ſubſequent part of this letter; I confine 
myſelf now to an enumeration of all the mo- 
ney that has come into my poſſeſſion fince I 
arrived in England, for the purpoſe of ſhew-- 
ing how it was al Reon | 


| The debit ide afi the account ſtates various 
debts which were to be paid out of the aſſets on 
he other fide ; in effect all were paid, except 
the ſum of C. 3. ooo, Rated to be due to Mr. 
Barwell, which has been already explained 
not to have been due, and /. 5, ooo due on 


—— 
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bond - to Major Scott for caſh borkbwed "of 


him in India; that article remaining ſtill un- 
paid, the whole amount of money in my 
hands ſince January 1786, excluſive of money 
lately borrowed, which I ſhall mention in the 
general reſult, is Z.co1 313, as ſtated 1 in the 
e account. Ws 


Before 1 3 to 1 u this fur was 
expended,” I muſt beg leave to obſerve, that 


it was not merely © from appearances,” but 
from reports injuriouſly propagated, that men 
of character and honour have found it difficult 
to reconcile the ſtate of my fortune, with the 

mode in which I have lived, and the enor- 


mous expences which I ſupported ; for ſuch 


is the interpretation which I take the liberty 
to put upon the expreſſion of your letter to 


which ] allude, and which a ſenſe of delicacy, 
perhaps, induced Tot to convey in * * 


term. | £2 / 


* 


1 1 view told, wi 1 think it proper, 
and in point, to mention what I have heard, 


as it appertains ſo immediately to the ſubje& 7 


before me, that my expences have been eſti- 
mated at £.16,000 a year; that Iam ſuppoſed 


to have laid out more than £,100,000 on mx 


eſtate 


1. 
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Eſtate at Daylesford; and that the variqus 
extra expences attending my trial, any of 
Which were repreſented to be of ſuch a nature 
as made them unfit to be expoſed to the pub- 
lic eye, were ſo enormouſly large, that it was 
affirmed, in à place which I reyerence too 
highly to name it on ſuch an occaſion, and 
with the pledge of authority given for the af- 
fimation, that I had been able to buy up 
66 „eee. and that £.20,000 had 
ended in the publication of Mr. 
— « Haſings's libels.”—This declaration was 
Made ſo far back as the year 1790, and leaves 
the ſuggeſtion of a ſum moſt enormaus, in- 
&luded in the proportion of the other ex pences, 
1 in the period which bas ſince elapſed. 


To esch of theſe Points J ſhall reply 3 
2 by FROG: what yas my WW 
on cach. 


I came to England in the year 1785, _ 
lived in a bird ready- furniſhed haute, frft in 
St. James's Place, and next in Wimpale 
Strect, until he year 1790, When Mrs, 
Haſtings purchaſed the haps in Fark Lane, as 
e Afar tigt . 


& i . 1 
5 ; [ pur- * 


5— k © in Ol Windtbr 
re Lodge, in 1786, andre: ſòd 
it in 1789, for the exact ſum that 1 had given 
1 d hon 1 9255 it. 7 | 


— 


Be. * 


In 1999, I ned ths ee. 
the eſtate of Daylesford; and about two years 
fince the remainder: it was an object that T 
had long wiſhed to poſſeſs: it was the ſpot in 
which 1 had paſſed much of my infancy, and 
Lfeel for it an affection of which an alien could 
not be ſuſceptible, becauſe I fee. in it atirac- 
tions which that ſtage of life imprinted on my” 

mind, and my memory ftill retains. It had 
been the property of my family during many 
centuries, and had not been more than ſeventy- 
five years out of their poſſeſſion. I ſhould 
not notice theſe trivial circumſtances, but that 
in detailing the proceſs of my expences, I feel 
that in that part of them which relates to this 
place, J have to defend myſelf, if I can, 
againſt the, charge of extravagance, and-I fear 

X 1 por tag ne . n for it. EET 


While I was iis for my reception at 
Dayles ford, I rented a houſe in Berkſhire, | 
which I occupied two years. My reſidence 


in theſe periods, and to the preſent time, has 


* 


( 428 J 5 
been ſucceſſively divided between the town 
and owns th un the POR which 1 Ns enu- 
merated. | =? 


My ſtyle of living in . has bome no 
marks of extravagance, or ſplendor. To thoſe 
who have witneſſed it, I think I may fay, it 
was: rather below than exceeding the rank in 
life which my former ſtation might have cn- 
titled me to aſſume. Negligent and improvi- 
dent as I may be in other inſtances of ex- 
pence, this branch of it has ever been con- 
ducted with the moſt exact and profitable 
economy; for I can affirm moſt poſitively, 
that my domeſtic expences, including every 
ſpecies of diſburſement, ' both in town and 
country, do not exceed one year with ano- 
ther'£.3,500 in their annual amount; I af- 
firm the fact, but do not aſſume the __ 
of it. 


I have ſtated the groſs coſt of my eſtate in 
Daylesford to be £.60,000, but as I am now 
only relating the actual expenditure made 
upon it out of the money which I have ſtated 
to have been in my poſſeſſion, I muſt, deduct 
from this amount the ſum of £.4,000 which 
is ſtill due, and the further ſum of £.1,600, 


6890 ds 


Being the purchaſe money of a "ſmall eſtate 
belonging to the manor of Daylesford, which 
was purchaſed for me while I was abroad, 
and makes an article in Mr. Woodman's ac- 


count. This leaves the ſum of C. 54,400 for 


my whole expenditure on this head. 


The extra expences attending my impeach- 
ment, and the previous inveſtigation in the 
Houſe of Commons, have amounted to the 
fum of £.21,840. Of this charge I have paid 
only C. 4. 700, the remaining ſum of £.17, 140 
is included in my debts, That I muſt neceſ- 
farily have been ſubjected to a great variety of 


incidental expences, befides thole which are 


charged in my Solicitors bills, will be obvi- 
ous to every man. The total amount is, I be- 
heve, conſiderably within any eſtimate that 
e of them 5 


I have now, Sir, gone through every head 
of charge as applied to the ſum ſpecified, and 
the following ſtatement will exhibit at one 
view all the fums that I have both received and 
expended fince my arrival in England: 
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5 mens. 4 il ene 

a — = 101,313 Solicitors and Counſel 72 4 

Borrowed from various og: of Ran des paid in part 700 
rern allo Wir Sore 

.— preſet geerr — 233000 1 . Bert 

335 has. 

Col. ten e Domeſtic expence in JO 83 


and country eftimated at 
1348,33 | £+3:500 per ann. for ten 
Difference 1 | 35,008 


£127,335 | £-127,385 


Lieutenant Col. Eaton died in 1789 he 
left me a legacy of C. I, ooo, which did not 
occur to my recollection when the bs pa- 
Per was drawn up. 


Theſe accounts are not entirely balanced, 
nor do I vouch for their complete accuracy. 
1 have taken no credit for the intereſt upon 
my. mortgages ; they were paid off by inſtal- 
ments, and I muſt have received ſome inte- 
reſt upon them. I may have, and I do con- 
. ſcientiouſſy believe, that I have eſtimated my 
houſchold expences too high, and, in parts of 
every head of diſburſement, 1 have had re- 
courſe to my memory and to conjecture in de- 
fault of preſent or accurate materials. My 
bills were diſcounte , ſometimes at a loſs and. 
' ſometimes with bend due upon them. 
Ther muſt therefore of courſe be ſome tri- 


02 5 
ling errors on each fide of this account, but 
none, Iam'confident, that can makea difference 
of any conſequence, and for every eſſential pur- 
poſe the account is complete, and will, 1 
truſt, be deemed a full, clear, and unequivo- 
cal anſwer to that part of your letter which re- 
quires from me ſuch a ſtatement upon ho- 
nour, as (hall ſatisfy the minds of thoſe who 
have conceived that in the declared ſtate of my 
fortune, I did not poſſeſs a ſufficiency to de- 
fray my actual expences. I declare upon my 
honcur, and in the moſt ſolemn manner, that 
I have endeavoured to the utmoſt of my means 
and ability, and with the moſt {crupulous 
fidelity, to render the account as correct as 
aſians: 7 85 bg 


1 muſt beg leave to inſert in this place the 
explanation which I promiſed in a preceding. 
part of my letter of the remittances of C. 17, 0 

which were made to me from India. I tes 

ſerved it to make part of another ſ ubject con- 
nected with it, but not eſſential to my reply, 
which I grieve to find that I have already length? 
ened beyond all reaſonable wee * My 


e —x 


* 
1 am indebted for theſe remittances to the 
| 3 of individuals, granted for the ex- 
preſs purpoſe of relieving my wants. They 
were received in the years 1790 and 1791, 
moſt ſeaſonably, at times, in which but for 
them, I ſhould have been reduced to great 
diſtreſs. I do not mention this as an excuſe 
for my accepting them, ſince I am not con- 
ſcious of any poſitive law, or moral obligation 
that forbad it; I mention it only to ſhew, 
that while I was an object of envy to ſome, 
and of jealouſy to others, under the imputa- 
tion of poſſeſſing inordinate wealth, and when 
in addition to the charge of extravagance, I 
was publicly accuſed of the moſt corrupt diſ- 
poſal of it, I was actually on the verge of pe- 
nury, and in fear of wanting the means of ac- 
| quiring the common neceflarics of life, but 
in the degrading reſource of private credit, to 
which I have fince 21 75 e e to 
e 


5 1 made it my requeſt, Sir, that you will 
have the goodneſs to lay this letter before the 
Honourable Court of Directors, and to them 
make it my requeſt that it may be ſubmitted 
to the Court of Proprietors, I take this oc- 
caſion 


1 | 
eaſion to return them my moſt grateful chackie 
for the diſtinguiſhed honour which they have 
conferred upon me by their late reſolutions. 
I thank them for thoſe teſtimonies of their 
approbation of my ſervices, and for the 
bounty with which they have ſo liberally re- 
warded them. That I have completely re- 

ceived, as far as they could beſtow it, in their 
public declaration, that /zhey thought me de- 
ſerving of it; nor have I a with reſpecting it, 
ſo fat as it regards them, unſatisfied. But 
with reſpect to the reſolution which they have 
been generouſly pleaſed. to paſs to indemnify 
me for the legal expences of my trial, I own 
I cannot contemplate its reſult, with the ſame 
tranquil reſignation. I require the accom- 
pliſhment of it, not on the ſcore of intereſt, but 
of honour, that I may acquit myſelf of my 
engagements to thoſe, to whoſe confidence and 
friendſhip I owe, that T : am not abſolutely . 
deſtitute. 5 


With ſuch a ſtake I feel no repugnance_ 
to make my humble ſupplication to my em- 
| ployers, that I may obtain from their gene- 
r that relief which I once thought I had a 
2 right 


LS v 


| right to expect from the juſtice: and from the 
laws of my country. | | 


To Sir ITE 
- 4he Court Directors. 


* 


n 


PHE 


Six, 


* 


9 


1 have the honour to be, 
With the greateſt reſpect, | 


o 


obedient humble ſervant, 


* 
* 
F , 
* 
* — 
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| The follow ing is eat Copy of the Payer fointed and circulated 
among the Proprietors, and alluded to in the Letters of 3 
Stephen Luſhington my Mr. Haſtings. | 


| £10,234 paid n No 


Pro of W. Haarings, | "DEBTS 15 
ER ö ö 4. 5. 4. . a. 
833 in Shrop hy | To Agent = 2,39t 6 © iS 
ſhire 36,800 5 10 | To Richard Barwelh 8 | {5 
Do. in Huntingdon- e o © ks; 
6,000 o © To Major Scott, due x p 
Do. in Kent and Mid- f I on — for caſh 75 
dleſen 17,92 '0 © | lent Mr. Haſtings 2 
Do. in Hammerſmith 1,0 o 0 in India + 55000 © © 4 
Landel p pur- | | To Mrs. Haſtings - 12,083 6 8 6: 
1,50 O © | To $F years intereſt, 1 

o 


at e - 1, 80 © 


> Lars, - 
£:51620-/3 per cents. mains 6,234 o 0 55 
: computed at 37877 16 © 0 To bills Goa from | 8 F 
A ſett of bills on the ED Tndia » 5,500 8 IF 
Company, bearing | } Do. do. - | 3,026 18 20 15 
intereſt 8 = 2% © © | Ds «OT 0 7 
Do. for * £ — : | 
2 115. ad. whe n - 33-3 I 
.$,000—remain 6 22 2 
| 15 intereſt from WY 7 
. _ theſe bills - 35000 © © 
A ſett of bills on the 0 2 | 3 ? 
Company = 3-535 12 © Ee | 
Do. doo. 5 0 
A ſhare of the Pho - 
nix Indiaman 1,116 0 ; 
-Po. on the Berrington 14116 © | 
FIG anon [ 
"Debts deducted 377335 * 64 } 
65,313 13 6 | 25:7, Tone 
du 3 for intereſt due, Ee” | b 
dad little outſtanding debts; e „ „ 
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This is the copy of an account, drawn, up 
and figned by Mr. Haſtings's Attorney and 
brother-in-law, Mr. Woodman; on the 31ſt 
January, 1786. Mr. Woodman was exa- 
mined as a witneſs in Weſtminſter Hall, and 
confirmed it upon oath.* He alſo ſwore to 
the actual ſtate of Mr. Haſtings's fortune at 
different periods, as far as he knew it, be- 
tween 1778 and 1786. He alſo ſwore that 
he neither knew nor believed that Mr. Haſtings 
had remitted any property to Europe, except 
through the Eaſt-India Company, and to no 
others but his three joint attornies, Sir Francis 

yo Mr. Waller, and Mr. Woodman. 


Mr. Haſtings, at the cloſe of his 1 
in 1793, in Weſtminſter Hall, proteſted, in 
the moſt ſolemn manner, that he made no 
remittances, except to the three gentlemen 
above mentioned; and that his fortune at no 
time, including every ſpecies of property, 
exceeded . Ioo, ooo; and that all he poſ- 
ſeſſed, ſtood pledged at that moment to an- 
ſwer the debts he had contracted during the 

trial. The truth of this ſtatement, Mr. Haſtings 
will immediately confirm upon oath. 


* On the act Ky, 1793- -+ On the 28th May, 1793. 
L 5 Eo Mr . 


* 
7 3 


( „ 


Mr. Lakins, who was the attorney of : 


Mr. Haſtings in Bengal, was alſo examined 
in Weſtminſter Hall in 1794; but the ma- 
nagers did not chuſe to aſk either him or Mr. 
Woodman a ſingle queſtion as to the tate of 
* private fortune, at Rc ger off time. 


The e of 4.6 of Mr. 


Haſtings's law expences blog: eel was 
not generally known; conſequently it appeared 
difficult even for candid and honourable men, 
who neither knew this fact, nor others which 
will be ſtated, to conceive the poſſibility of 


his having been able to maintain himſelf in 
the manner he has lived ſince his return to 
England. The following fte, E N | 


will make the matter an D 11 Re 


6869 
„ i fortune on the 


ziſt January, 1786 £65903 1 43 6 


Debt of £.3000 ſtated to 
be due to Mr. Barwell, 
was a balance unpaid - 
upon a bill of £.r0,000 
drawn by Mr. Haſtings, 
from India, on his At- 
 _ tornies in England. It 
was a loan, a circum- 


them at the time, conſe- 
quently the whole is to 
de added to Mr, Haſt- 
ings 8 fortune, as it has 
Doubtful debts eech 
and remittances from 
India, not ſuppoſed re- 
coverable in 1786 


up 


21,000 0 0 


96,313 13 6 


To this ſum is to be added the C. 5, 00 


due on bond to Major Scott, for 50,000 cur- 
rent rupees paid to Mr. Larkins, on account 
of Mr. Haſtings, in India, in the year 


1781. i 


(9) 
This makes the total ſum in the 


hands of Mr. Haſtings, ſince the 31ſt Janus * 
- ary, 1786, L. 0 313 65. 


Out of this Gat he e 


Fry he has paid his Solicitors and Counſe] 
. 10, 205; and he has paid his expences in 
part, many of which were incurred ſolely by - 
the impeachment, though they are different 
in their nature from thoſe which may be 


FF 


- 


LAW CHARGES. 


Mr. "WRAY is Solicitor 8 bill, . 1 
and intereſt - 


MI. Smith's, eſtimated at ws 
Meſſrs. Law, Plumer, and 


Dallas, for drawing anſwers 


N 0 


of this fum Mr. Haſtingsha paid, 
To Mr. Shawe 
To Mr. Smith 


— 
. % OS. 47 
- * 
93 DE . 
" 


_ * - 
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4 
_ a 


'To Meſſrs. Law, Phumer, » and 


"ue. 


* 


3.500 


; 1,500 


7 1,080 


L. i. oo 
PRE 


Under 


| (200-3 
Under the head of law. expences, there» 
n. 0 Bat 


Of this ſum L. 8 „ lacly FOR paid 
to Mr. Shawe, whoſe debt is reduced to 
£-49,000, for which Mr. Haſtings has given 
him a bond, bearing an intereſt of five per 
cent. But to enable Mr. Haſtings to pay 
this ſum of (. 19,080, and other expences, 
he was obliged to borrow money; and the 
actual ſtate of his debts at this moment is, 
To Mr. Shawe, on bond J. 40, ooo 
To ſeveral individuals 38, 240 
To Major Scott, for 2 lent i in 


. 7 Ents = +" "300 
oh To! Mr. Smith, cliimated neon to 1,795 
85,035 


Of this ſum of K. e the money paid 
and due, under the head of Law ee 
yours is C. 71, 80. „„ 0 5 


"fo meet theſe debts, Mr. Haſtings ol: 
ſeſſes the eſtate of Daylesford, a ſhare in the 
Berrington, and another in the Phœnix Eaſt- 
Indiamen, with a diamond which he pur- 


chaſed i in 1774, as a remittance; its eſtimated 
1 2 value 


— 
value is C.. oo. If any property is ſtill re. 
coverable in India, the amount is too triling 
to notice ; It cannot reach We nn 


* the . account it will by 1 
that from Mr. Haſtings's fortune, as it ſtood 
in 1786, L. 22,234 was transferred to Mrs. 
Haſtings. The circumſtance is this: On their 
marriage in 1777, he ſettled a lack of rupees 
upon her, and gave her a draft for that ſum 
on his Attornies in England, who, were to 
pay the amount to Mrs. Haſtings's truſtees; 
but the attornies having employed all his 
money on mortgages, which could not then 
be called i in, the bill was returned to Bengal, 
and Mr. Haſtings. thought it right and juſt, 
when it was finally paid, to allow it to accu- 
mulate with India intereſt. By the fale of 
ſome jewels in England and India, Mrs. 
Haſtings | has increaſed this ſum of £.22,234 
. to 30, ooo, and ſhe has by the ſame means 
| been enabled to - purchaſe the houſe in Park 


Lane; but beyond the ſum of C. 22, 234, Mr. 


Haſtings has neither directly nor indirectly, 
either in India or in England, made over one 


| ſhilling of his property to Mrs. Haſtings, 


nor to any perſon or perſons in truſt for her, 


1 nor. to his * or belief, does the 
5 | 2 


* 


* 
5 
. 
* 
7 
4 
2 
7 
51 
: 


% 


V 
1 beyond what is above 
ſpecified. 


That the law expences have been very con- 
: fiderable, indeed, will be generally admitted. 
It ſhould be remembered, however, that the 
nation has already paid £.71,094, for the ex- 
pences of the proſecution, though theſe were 
required for not more than one-fifth of the 
impeachment, the reſt being abandoned, and 
the Managers, who were the ſpeaking Coun- 
ſel of the Houſe of Commons, gave their la- 
bour and trouble to the Public gratis; and if 
the balance yet due, and the expence of print- 


ning, be added, the public Ay muſt con- 


e r a2 


But no reaſonable man will SENT that an 
enormous expence. has been incurred, when 


he conſiders the nature of the trial of Mr. 


"Haſtings, which was, in point of fact, nei- 
ther more nor leſs than a trial of the right 
which Great Britain bas to thoſe immenſe ad- 
"vantages which ſhe has drawn from India, 
through UE, Py of a e Com- 
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As early as 1767, the Houſe of genen 


. vanceived it proper to inquire by. what right 
the Company. poſſeſſed its empire in India; 


From that day to the cloſe of Mr, Haſtings's 


trial, various inquiries have taken place, and 


Mr. Haſtings was in fact impeached for every 
ears, civil, | 


act of a government of thirteen ye 
military, political, and financial. His de- 


fence was naturally a work of prodigious la- 


bour, and of enormous expence. It is pers 
fectly true, that ultimately the Houſe of Co om» 


mons were pleaſed to ts their e : 


the Preſents—the Commis, 3 N it was not 


until the year 1791, that is, the fourth year 
of the trial, that Mr. Haſtings knew they 


would fo reſt it; conſequently he was obliged 
to be armed at all points; in other words, he 


was to prove to the world, that the meaſures 
by which he increaſed the annual reſources of 


Bengal from £.3,000,000, to £-$+500,000, | 
were wiſe, juſt, and proper. But it does not 
ſtop here; thoſe Gentlemen who have attend= 
ed either to the debates in the Houſe of Come 
mons, or to the Managers ſpeeches. in Weſt- 


minſter Hall, will well recolle& that the trial | 


was ſaid, by members of all parties, to be 


ptofeſſedly inſtituted for the joint purpoſes 
"7 85 7 4 1 of a 


- 


64688 
of retrieving the national character, and of 
doing juſtice to India. It was publicly ſaid 
b Mr. Shetidan, when he repreſented the 
Commons of Great Britain, that to ſuppoſe 
the nation, provided Mr. Haſtings were found 
guilty, baſe enough to enjoy the many mil- 
lions which he admitted were acquired by his 
meaſures, would be moſt grofily to libel her. 
It would be impoſſible, he ſaid, to find Mr. 
Haſtings guilty of having broke the law, in 
receiving preſents, of having unjuſtly diſpoſ- 
ſeſſed Cheyt Sing, or of having phindered 
the Begums, without A mage . e 
N N Ne” 


; 
ky 


.- Without An to think folck matkicke | 
Haw e be Wat ſtill leſs that any body of 
men, were actuated by other than the beſt 
| motive for the ſhare they have had in Indian 
inquiries, it may ſtill be of ſome importance. 
to point out what would have been the cone 
guencd, if Mr. Haſtings had not received that 
full and complete © juſtification which the 
judgment of the Lords bas afforded him. 


All che points that we L. mentien were 
n J cen 


(35 ) 
In the year 1773. Mr. Haſtings ſtopyed 
"the payment of the Mogul's tribute, and fold 
Corah and Allahabad to the Nabob of Oude. 
For Corah and Allahabad he received half a 
million ſterling, and the Mogul's tribute was 
I. 300, ooo a year. The Company very highly 
approved both the ſale of Corah and Allaha- 
bad, and the ſtoppage of the Mogul's buy 
for the reaſons ſo fully fer forth by Mr, H 
tings. Both, however, were condemned by 
Parliament, as contrary 10 policy and good faith, 
in the year 1782 and it was recommended 
that ſuch' wiſe and practicable meaſures ſhould 
be adopted as might tend to redeem the national 
bonour, and recover the confidence of the 
Princes of India. Nothing has fince been + 
done; the concluſion therefore is, unqueſtion- 
ably, that on a fuller conſideration, the po- 
licy and juſtice of Mr. Haſtings's conduct in 
theſe inſtances is admitted. Mr. Burke drew 
theſe two tranſactions into artieles of impeach- 
ment ; but they were never debated, though 
they remain ſtill on the Journals. The prin- 
cipal and intereſt of the Mogul's ſtipend, and 


the rents of Corah and Allmnates, amount to 


£+21 090,000 in 5 2 ib; 


5 | 2 


„ 

Cheyt Sing was diſpoſſeſſed in October 
1781. His ſucceſſor from that time to this 
has paid £.200,000 a year more than Cheyt 
Sing paid, and Mr. Haſtings was accuſed of 
criminally making that addition to the Com- 
pany*s reſources. The principal, from this 
addition, to this time, is £.2,800,000, The 
prize- money of Bedgygur was . 300, ooo, 
and the intereſt, added to the principal, on 
theſe ſums, would amount to J. 5, 300, ooo. 


— er 
Fe 
_ 


The money taken from the zenana of the 
Begum was C. 600, ooo; the intereſt upon it 
would be double; ſo that C. 1, 800, ooo would 
at this inſtant be due to . had the been un- 


: july treated. 


The ſtipend of the Nabob of Bengal w was re- 
duced in 1773, from £.320,000 to £.160,000 
a year. This ſum, with the n amounts 

now to 10 (. eee N 


The preſents received by Mr. i. Haſtings, in 
the year 1780-81-82, and 83, and paid to the 
Company, amounted to £.230,000. Theſe, 
with the intereſt, would amount now to 
4 900,000. 


2 
8 0 * 
« 


650 


80 that upon the original ground of the 
arrays had Mr. Haſtings been guilty 
to the full extent, the nation muſt have paid 
| £-34,770,000, or it muſt have been placed in 
this, the moſt awkward of all poſſible predica- 
ments, namely, after having gone through'a' _ 
moſt laborious inveſtigation, and after finding 
that all the boaſted reſources in India had been 
| procured by fraud, rapine, violence, injuſtice, 
and breach of faith, it would have comforted 
itſelf by puniſhing the oppreſſor, and enjoy- 
* the fruits of his oppreſſons. 


1 
4 a 


But to take it on a leſs extenſive foals and 
to confine- it to the ? hree points in which the 
Company and Mr. Haſtings are jointly con- 
cerned, and on which Judgment was given in 

Weſtminſter Hall, that is, Cheyt e the 
von and the Preſents. 1 05 


By the expulſion of Cheyt Sing, the Com- 
pany have gained £.200,000 a year permanent 
revenue in future, and for the paſt years it 
amounts, with intereſt, to L£.s, 309,000, 
The Begums money Wie 4.06 

ode. 16; 1,800,000 
The Preſents. WE | 1 8 900,000 
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So that upon every doctrine ever — 
either in the Houſe of Commons or in Weſt. 
minſter Hall, the acquittal of Mr. Haſtings 
has ſaved (. 8, ooo, ooo fterling to the Com- 
pany, and a future rent of . zoo, ooo a year; 
but it has done much more; it has retrieved the 
national, as well as the Company's honour; 
and the world will be convinced of the truth 
of the aſſertion ſo often made by Mr. Dun- 
das and other well-informed men, that the 
Government of Great Britain in India has 
been a bleſſing, and not a curſe, be. 
lions under its rule. EB 


its ether er of Me. | Haſtings, thor 
fill may hearts r in one ane 


Hie came to the . 1 
the month of April 1772. The year preceding, 
the total annual reſources of the Bengal Go- 
vernment were 4.3. 132,319. He left it in 
1785, when its annual reſources were 
£5,218,815 in Engliſh money, being an in- 
creaſe of more than . a, ooo, ooo a year. 
The reſources have fince been increaſed to 
.S. Soo, odo, from the ſucceſsful operation of 
a ſyſtem adopted by Mr. Haſtings ; a ſyſtem 
for which he has been impeached, and which 


1 


is continued, in all its parts, to the preſent 
day, under the complete and full approbation 
of His Majeſty* $ + ONES . nne 
vs Wege 1 ine 1 

n 22:09; Sod; * 


"By the 1 4 to 3 


liament by Mr. Dundas, the India Miniſter, cy 


it appears that the land revenues of Bengal 
have varied very little, indeed, in their annual 
amount for the laſt twenty-five. years, and 
they are no- fixed For: ever at the average 
rent of former years, about C. 3, 100, oo 
year ; conſequently, whatever increaſe tha 
Company may receive in future from Bengal; 
mult be produced from an improvement of 
the following branches of reſource, all 
eobich were created by Mr. nn. ow 
VE TER in 5 1 Fe 


Peſt-Office colletions at 5 4. Bu rb 2 | 
Oude ſublily  — 635,665 1 
Benares revenue 433,341 10 2 | 


Salt = = 964971 12 © 
Opium 132,63 i 6 
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Not one of theſe branches, of public re- 


ſource exiſted when Mr. Haſtings came to the 


Government of Bengal in 1772. He created 


them all during his adminiſtration, and they 
all (the Poſt Office excepted) were charged 


10 be criminal. His arrangements for Oude, 
and its dependencies, furniſhed matter for 
fixteen articles of impeachment; and the re- 
Jul of eee, is rh hie. that 


actually md. . . e ſterling into 


its treaſury more than it would have done, if 


Mr. Haſtings had not concluded that engage- 


ment with Sujah Dowlah in 1773. Which is 


known by the name of the Treaty of Benares. 


Such are the paſi benæſus: in future, the 
Company has the beſt grounded expectations 
of receiving C. 433,341 a year from Benares, 


and £- 535,065 a year from Oude. Such 
have been the con/equences. of Mr. Haſtings 


having diſabeyed orders; for he was charged | 


with difobedience of orders, in marching a 
brigade beyond the, bounds of Sujah Dowlah's 's 


minſons. 5 8 781 IP 


” It is very v. well known to every Gentleman | 


converſant in Indian affairs, that from 1765, 
when Lord Clive acquired the Duannee, to 


1772, when Mr. Haſtings came to the Go. 
1 1 - | * : 


£ * 
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| when Sujah Dowlah died, in 1775, Be» 

nares never would have been acquired 3 on 
che contrary, the probability is, that Oude 
and Benares would have been overrun by the 
Rohillas, and other northern invaders, had 
not their power been deſtroyed by the war of 
the preceding year. In a word, if the inti- 

mate connection Which has ſubſiſted between 
Bengal and Oude for twenty- two years, had 


EDT: 


1 vernment; -neatly a third of our military ſorce 
was either in Oude or Corab, and paid by the 


extraction of ſpecie from Bengal. But from 
1772 to this time, a third of our army has 
been paid by the Sovereign gf Oude, inde- 


pendent of the very large ſums in ſpeeie 


brought from Oude into Bengal, in conſe- 
quence of the 3 War, 14 the . of 
Comh and Allahabad. | 


An 5 Oude come ee the 1 
head. Had no Britiſh: troops been in Oude 


been found, as it was alledged to be, diſgrace- 


| al to the nation, and diſadvantageous to the 
| Company, Mr. -Haftings would have been, 


as he ought to be, reſponſible for the whole. 


But as the reverſe is proved to be the fact, 
and as the Company have directed, under the 
5 1 88 * the King's Miniſters, that the 

Th G atrrange- 


by \ 
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arrangement which he finally framed, ſhould 


be invariably adbered to, they will never 
ſuffer him to be ruined, becauſe he has been 
compelled to eſtabliſh in a Court of Law, the 
propriety of thoſe meaſures, by which oy 
have ſo ny profited. 


As to the ſalt revenue, the Directors "I 
Gaid, in expreſs and unqualified terms, that 
they are indebted to the zeal and abilities of 
Mr. Haſtings, for projecting and carrying 
into execution a plan by which ſo great a re- 
venue was created, and which may, in future 


years, be fairly eſtimated at more than 


L-1,000,000 ſterling. It was done at his 
own ſeparate reſponſibility, his colleagues re- 
. fuſing to take any ſhare of it, when he with 


difficulty obtained their conſent to its adop- 
tion. This plan was condemned in the 


ſtrongeſt poſlible terms, and formed one of 


the charges originally preſented againſt him 
to OE Houſe of Commons. Fs 


It is alſo proved by evidence, that 5 
ob are indebted to Mr. Haſtings for 
the revenue ariſing from opium. Before he 


ſucceeded to the Government, it was an emo- 


Jumeat of office annexed to the Patna factory. 


Theſe 


* 


- - -." 
_ Theſe” ſeveral” branches of revenue pro- 


duced to the Company L.2,130,582 25. for 


the laſt year, nett money. In ſome years 


they have produced ſomething more, in others 


ſomething leſs; but without the ſmalleſt de- 
gree of exaggeration, it may fairly and truly 


be faid, that the Eaſt- India Company has 
been tried for ſeven years, in the perſon of 
Mr. Haſtings, for the means by which uu 
millions a year have been added to the annual 
reſources of Bengal, and for the meaſurts | 
by which the Britiſh empire in India was. 


preſerved againſt the moſt powerful combina- 


tion ever formed for the deſtruction of a 


ſingle ſtate. Nor is this all. In addition 


to the revenue which Mr. Haſtings created, 
under the five preceding heads, the ſum of 
L. 5lo, ooo is to be added, under the head of 
Reduction of Expenditure. Mr. Haſtings 
having ſtopped the payment of the King's tri- 
bute, reduced the ſtipend of the  Nabob of 
Bengal, and having brought C. 1,000,000 ſter- 

ling from Oude in the years 1773 and 1774, 
the intereſt of which is eight lacks a year; 
conſequently it may fairly be admitted, that 

by the meaſures of Mr. Haſtings, C. 2, 670, 582 . 
were added to the annual e of . 
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.. Suppoſe a nde batte manngement 
of an eflate which produced . 3, 00 à year, 
and that by an unwearied attention to? the ih- 
tereſt of his principal; he had increaſed that 
eſtate to above C. 5, 00 a year; that he bad 
done this by ineaſures which: to the tenants 


appeared neither unjuſt not opptefiive ; that 


after a management of thirteen years the ftew- 


ard were to retire, and on quitting the ſervice 
of his principal, ſhould receive the fulleſt ac- 


knowledgments of the value and importance of 


| his ſervices: fuppoſe a power, which neither 
the principal nor his fteward could controul, 
viewing all that had paſſed in another light, 
weib to bling an actioti againſt the ſte ward, 
charging him with having rack - rented the te- 
nantry, abuſed the confidence placed in him 
by the principal, and accuſing him of render- 
ing the name, not only of His principal, but 


of every one connected with him, odious and 


deteſtablèe: ſuppoſt the parties to be _ 


heard, and; after a lapſe of many years, tlie 
ſteward acquitted completely of every areuſa. 


tion: ſuppoſe him to be ruined by the ex*— 
pences neceſſarily incurred in ſo long a ſuit; 


and ſuppoſe his principal while the ſuit was 


pending, to be in the receipt of all the addi- 
: tional rents which the mcaſitres l che ſte ward 
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(3) 
had procured for him; is it. to be-believed, that 
in equity the ſteward. would not be entitled t 


bis coſts from his principal, provided they 
were not to be obtained for his proſecutor ?— 


Such is pretiſely the caſe between: Mr. Haſte. 


ings and the Eaſt- India Company. He has 


the ſtrongeſt poſſible claim both upon their 


juſtice and their generofity ; an appeal which 
has never yet been made to them in vain, and 
will not, undoubtedly, on the preſent occaſion. 


Every gentleman who has attended to what 
has paſſed in the Houſe of Commons, muſt 
know, that it has been repeatedly aſſerted in 
Parliament, by men of all deſcriptions, that 

if Mr. Haſtings was acquitted, there was 
nothing in the ſhape of remuneration or re- 
__ to 3 he was not entitled. 


ls * part of this: ſtatement relative to the 
fortune of Mr. Haſtings ſhould not be per- 
fectly clear, it will be explained by the fol- 


lowing :—he owes J. 85, 35: he poſſeſſes 
the eſtate of Daylesford in Worceſterſhire, 


which, with the houſe, garden, &c. coſt him 


about J. 40, oo0: he poſſeſſes a diamond, va- 
.  Jue /. 3000, and a ſhare in two Indiamen. 


Therefore, rating * at the it 


— —— — 


7 
| 

| 
. 


CR. I 


2 


—— —¾ 


* 


* 


— 


* 


( 46 


does not « 


£ $45,000 3 


3 
ad conſequently 


if he were himſelf to pay his law expences, 
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would be obliged to cor 
his other debts at ten ſhillings in the 
and be left without a ſhilling in the world. 
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